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This regal
Buick is

a muscle
car of ’80s

By Al Haps
Tequirer Avtomative Wriier

It was the other night The 1986
Corvette eoupe was walling at a light
on  Wathington Avenue when 1
pulled vp slongside in the Buick
Grand National. The young man be-
hind the wheel yelled something.
The blenched blood next o him
smiled.

Maybe they didn't realize the sig-
nificance of the turba bubble on the
Grand Mational's hood. Or maybe
hey did. and just wanted to see if
whal ey had heard aboul this
strange and wonderful car was 1rue,

The Corvette got off the line first,
Big Vs generally doo But by the
lime the Grand Nalional was across
the intersection. ils V6 hed the
RPMs it needed 10 pat i1z 1urbo.
charcger to work. The big, blacked-
ol Baick sntr%«:d almest convulsive-
1y and began lis amphetamime rosh
10 judgment.

The bleached blond wasn't smiling
at the next light, and the defeated
driver wasn't inleresied in ansther
dance, He turned lefl and headid
north toward Center Clty. .

Yowre right. Corvente li!img dues

Tt

The Buick Regal Grand

smack of residual
one st enter inte the spirit of the
car ar hand. And 1he Grard National
is-certainly an automobile for those
affficted with the raging hormonies
ol youth,

Tt is also # car for those with less-
acrlve ductiess glands, It has a rather
high nostslgia’ quotient. Those who
kngw and loved the big, powerful
cars of the ‘605 will know and love
the Grand National, Bullt with & hef-
Iy square body, a ladder frame and a
Live rear axle, it may well be The

Muscle Car,

And ks will e its hest year, When

the rear-drive Buick Regal, on wh!ch
i

An evaluation:
Grand National

Base wehicle: ncludes four-speed auto-
matic fransmissian, pawnr stowing and
brzkns, high-porformanc engine, spoet
pansion, perforisncs tres, 15-inch chmnu
wheel;. i condilioning, sport. mimors, spo-
gial upholstery and insgria.
Tast madel: Inclutes mar cptices: eeciriz
Gocr Ik, pawr windaws, lintnd - dlass,
rear-windaw defogoer, limited-slio. détaren-
tial, cruma conral, tilt steenng. . pramium

AMIFM radio and caiseite. pawsr Satenn,
chock, sie-wity Dowr deiver's Gast.

1, with a turbe ha

mally develops 150 horse. Wonders
never ceass wien you fop & vanilla
¥§ with such cosfections as & turbo-
charger, interocoler and roller tap-
pets.

The resull of all tbis horsing
around is & edr that s generally
regarded as o halr fastor (has &
standard Corvette from mero 10 60
mph and in a stasding quarter
mile. The car has been reported to do
060 in less thon 6 secobds b cold
weather (Which bemefits a tarbo-
charged  engine much more pro-
[otndiy thon it belps & pormally -
pirated one). T also has Seen timed

it is based. becnmesa" :

dfivie car in 1988, 1he
rum GN will go the way of the Ponti-

_Por those who haven't noticed this

specinl-edition automobile on the

rowd (fewer than 50000 will be mode

this model year), the Grand Na:ionai
il

Bazu price 315,136

Tost macal 517,350
fted-produ EFA iy rating

Tust mieage

tonishingly competent sport suspen:
sion and o 245-horsepower enging
Imported from- Mr, Spock’s home
planet.

is 0 comfortable,

roomy Bulck Regal with @ blacked-

on1 bady, speclal upliolsiery, an as-
1

The mad sclenti
toined all thai power by tweaking a
J8diter General Motors V-6 that nor-

1 1

a1 Buick ob-

in- the ile at the English-
town, N ., drag steip ot loss than 14
seconds,

The Grand National tops oot at a
mere 124 mph, only bocause thaty
when'its compu ter sbuts off i3 fael.
Diick installed the lmiter to keep
the car from gotag beyond the 125
m.p.k. rating of its Goodyear Exgle
res.

Interestingly, the FBI recently
bought a group of these cars and

Y

o its 245

fitted them with 150 mph. perform-
ance tires and a special computer
chip that doesm) shut off the gas
The resull iy & 149 opb. Boick
As 1he scoeloration and topond fig.
ures might suggest, the Grand Na.
tional packs a lot of engine perform.
ance for S15134 Thanks to its firm
Type 3 sport suspension, the GN alio
displays & kot Bofe COMering compe

tence than you would expoect from a
helty. mrdrlm that will scat five
comfortably,

That firm suspension, coupled
with the car's tight, quiet body, o3
parts to the driver a pleasing sersc of
solidity and security,

So what you got, finally, with a GN
is 2 big, bad, black machine Lhat can
domble as comfortable, fully
oquipped family tramspoctatica —
and give surprivegly good gas mile-
aze.

The GX bas EPA mileage ratings of
17 city and 25 . which are
really exoepth for a car with

4 sach 2 m;bpcrﬁxurm engice. 1

— m- R {5 12T U »
V-6 engine, is one of the last of a breed of muscle cars.

$oL 18 mpg. during a fyplcally pune
nhizg mixture of city and highway
driving. | don't doubt for a moment
that yoo could nodge 30 mpg. drive
fog this car conservatively oo the
highway, But who could drive a GN
obnnervatively?

If you want 1o emplay a litthe Yan:
kee Ingenulty, you can actually
“build™ your own (;" rr\:ﬂ the Regal
option Hst and sav

‘o start with a black bmc Regal,
which costa $10562 and inciodes
such amenitics as a V4, throespoed
agtomatic transminion, power ST
ing and power brakes. Then, insoad
of purchasing the §,574 GN package,

00 order 15 companents separately,

s incliede the turbs engine, four
speed mutomatic, air conditioning, 1%
me wheels, performa

Blackoed oat exterior trim.

What you wind op with isa car that
has everything the Grand Matlocal
Bas, except for the
stery, hood Mabw

!

mm instead of

Peugeot’s
fortunes are
in reverse

l!‘y Tom Iscastalapo

Its French parent company aas.
made 5 remarkable financ
arcced, but Peageot Motors of Ame:
ka remaing un posvee I the US.
auto market. Ity sales Bere have de-
clined for two years running, snd
things have not gotien any better so
far in 1580,

The parent corporation, Peugect
SA, W Earcpe’s fosrth-larges:
atomaker last year, with sales ol 13
million cars More (mportant, last
yoar's notyet profits are e
timated to be times these of
1565, or about SN million — that for
a company that ket more thag $1
billlon between 1980 and 1984

The ¢ ation crodits moch’ of
the Improvement 10 coflcuting. in-
cluding combining the manufactor-
ing functices of the Citroen and Pro-
Boot Talbot paite Azother factor was
s mew 285 moded, o suboompact thay
I3 selling well abroad,

Bet Pesgeol doca sot offer the 205
here — and has no plans W do o It
believes it canpot compete fn
sgalest the Japanese at the mﬁxﬁ
«nd of the US. market.

I offers Americans jost ong of s
car lines l.l’lo Sus, l‘ulu,i in_price

I ( it IS

Peugeot p-odun Us: ulu of be
tween 16000 and 17,000 unitsthis
year, its goal is 1o resch S0000 by
1990 To sueceed, the company and
DUTEISE GXpe
chonge i reputation for poor quak.
Ity and indi t doaler sorvice,
ostablish a cloarer {mage in the mar-
ket and offer more models.

The company appears to be work-
1og oo all three problems Sigce Pas-
<al Henzselt was » ated 1
of the US. uait ia Jaly, it bumqu
free roadassistance plan and begun

As for it image, pecent ad ca=-
palgns emphasize the expertise of
1he French in -prfmnw lmc;:-
gincering, as evi

corde and the TGY ballet train.

*They mlty noed a complete refo-
<using” sald Iodustey cocsultamt
Tom OGrady of Integrated Awsome-
tive Resoarces loc. of Wayne, Pa
For the 1989 model year, Peageot




